Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / July 25

Executive Order 13468—2008
Amendments to the Manual for
Courts-Martial, United States

July 24, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including chapter
47 of title 10, United States Code (Uniform
Code of Military Justice, 10 U.S.C. 801-946),
and in order to prescribe amendments to the
Manual for Courts-Martial, United States,
prescribed by Executive Order 12473 of
April 13, 1984, as amended, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Parts II and IV of the Manual
for Courts-Martial, United States, are
amended as described in the Annex attached
and made a part of this order.

Sec. 2. These amendments shall take ef-
fect 30 days from the date of this order.

(a) Nothing in these amendments shall be
construed to make punishable any act done
or omitted prior to the effective date of this
order that was not punishable when done or
omitted.

(b) Nothing in these amendments shall be
construed to invalidate any nonjudicial pun-
ishment proceedings, restraint, investigation,
referral of charges, trial in which arraignment
occurred, or other action begun prior to the
effective date of this order, and any such
nonjudicial punishment, restraint, investiga-
tion, referral of charges, trial, or other action
may proceed in the same manner and with
the same effect as if these amendments had
not been prescribed.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 24, 2008,

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:02 a.m., July 25, 2008]

NoTE: This Executive order and its attached
annex were published in the Federal Register on
July 28.
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Proclamation 8276—Anniversary of
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
2008

July 24, 2008

By the President of the United States

of America

A Proclamation

The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) has helped tear down barriers for mil-
lions of people living with disabilities. On the
anniversary of this important legislation, our
Nation underscores our commitment to en-
suring that all individuals have an equal op-
portunity to realize their full potential.

On July 26, 1990, President George H. W.
Bush signed this groundbreaking Act into
law, better enabling citizens with disabilities
to participate fully in all aspects of life. Over
the course of nearly two decades, this Act
has made our schools and workplaces more
welcoming, helped change attitudes that
once seemed unchangeable, and expanded
opportunity for many exceptional Americans.
The ADA is one of the most successful civil
rights laws in our history and has been an
essential part of countless American lives.

My Administration is committed to work-
ing to empower those with disabilities so that
all our people can achieve the American
dream. Building on the success of the ADA,
the New Freedom Initiative of 2001 has had
a positive impact for many of our citizens.
Technological advances have helped individ-
uals gain greater access to everyday life. Stu-
dents with disabilities are given the tools they
need to succeed, and in the workplace, inno-
vative hiring and employment practices are
helping to integrate Americans with disabil-
ities into the workforce. The Ticket to Work
and AbilityOne programs have helped them
become more self-sufficient by expanding ac-
cess to employment. Our Nation has bene-
fited from the progress we have made since
the enactment of the ADA, and it is our re-
sponsibility to continue working toward a
country where all people are treated with the
respect and dignity they deserve.

On this anniversary, we highlight our com-
mitment to the ADA and celebrate the



